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Ratcheting Up the Three R’s 
All Subjects Instructional Unit Plan 

Subject: English 
 

Estimated Length of 
Unit:  9 weeks 

Beginning Date: Projected 
Ending Date: 

Course:  Lord of the Flies Unit1  
 

Grade:  8th 

Unit Theme, Big Idea, or Essential Question: Survival, Leadership, Control 
What would it be like to live without rules? 

1.  What characteristics are common for people who will themselves to survive? 
2.  What is necessary to uphold civilization? 
3. Are humans inherently evil? 
4. Is fear necessary in maintaining a society? 

 
UBD Stage One-Desired Results 

A. Students will be able to independently use their leaning to… (Transfer Goals) 
1. Evaluate the appropriate use of power and its abuse as it relates to leadership. 
2. Identify that violence does not solve any problem; it brings cruel consequences and 
    misunderstandings. 
3. Recognize that laws / rules are established to help govern and to keep us safe in our society 
and the consequences for not following the rules. 
4.  Recognize the effective use of survival skills and its effect on characterization. 
5.  Understand that violence and savagery exists in the world today and compare it to the evil on 
the island. 
6. Recognize that all children need adult supervision to learn to be good, and to avoid chaos, 
savagery, and violence. 
7. Understand that people will do anything to survive. (Every individual has a dark side). 
 
B. Students will understand that… 
1.  Literature can contain symbols that they need to recognize and interpret. 
2. Literature delivers a “message” (moral, as in fables) that can be allegorical and can be written 
as an extended metaphor. 
3. Symbolically, changes occur in civilized people when the structure of civilization disappears. 
4. Conflict between people or groups may arise from competition over ideas, resources, power, 
and/or status. 
5. Conflict influences change in individuals. 
C. Students will know… 
1. How to recognize symbol, motif, irony and theme in literary work. 
2. How to interpret literature on a literal and metaphorical level. 
3. How to determine the importance of right and wrong to a society and explore the social 
    agreements human make to ensure that good prevails over evil. 
4.  How the author develops his characters, the significance of how symbols are used in the text, 
and how figurative language is used in the development of the plot.  
5.  How the author uses conflict to communicate the theme to the reader. 
D. Students will be Skilled at…(Literary Analysis Prompt)  Question Prompt: In the beginning 
    of Lord of the Flies, Jack Merridew wants rules and punishments for breaking the rules.  Later, 
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his attitude seems to change.  How and why does Jack’s attitude change?  Based on the author’s 
characterization of Jack, what is the author’s opinion about people and rules?  What does the 
author think life would be like without rules? 
1. Creating an effective thesis. 
2. Creating effective paragraphs (including introduction and conclusions). 
3. Using transitions throughout their essay. 
4.  Using textual references (quotes) to provide relevant support for their observations about 
     literature. 
5.  Working collaboratively in groups. 

Frameworks and Common Core State Standards 
       

Frameworks 
CCSS Reading CCSS Writing CCSS Speaking 

and Listening 
 
 
 
 
 

RL.8.1, RL.8.2, 
RL.8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 
8.6, 8,9 
RL.8.10.4, 
RL.8.10.5, RL 
8.10.6, RLds.8 

W.8.2 a-f, W.8.4, 
W.8.5, W.8.10, 
W.8.9 
L.8.1b, L.8.2a, 
L.8.3, L.8.4, L.8.5, 
L.8.6, LP.8.3.1a, 
LP.8.3.1f, 
LP.8.4.1f, 
LP.8.4.1g, 
LP.8.5.1a, 
LP.8.5.2a, 
LP.8.6.1e, 
LP.8.6.3a 

SL.8.1, 8.3, 8.4, 
8.6,  

Unit Specific Vocabulary 
Domination, foliage, frenzy, immersed, primitive, demented, extract, flinched, inquisitive, 
luminous, antagonism, clamor, inarticulate, speculation, stifled, hallucination, slake, compound, 
combustion, symbolism, situational irony,  
 
 

UBD Stage Two-Evidence 
Pre Assessment 

• Attach Copy at the End of the Unit 
 
Traditional Assessment Each unit of study should have a traditional assessment with at least 1/3 
of the points possible coming from constructed response questions.  

•  Proposed Date for Traditional Assessment _______________ 
•  Attach a copy to the end of this unit. 

B. Project-Based Assessment Choose four options for this Unit of Instruction that students can 
choose from for their project-based Assessment.  

• Create a handout that lists the four options and includes instructions and a rubric 
for each choice.  

• Proposed Date for Project-Based Assessment Presentations __ 
• Attach a copy of the handout explaining the choices for the project and how to 

obtain the rubric to the end of this unit.__________ 
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Alternative Assessment or Big Finale ------What choices will be given students for this Unit?  
□ Comic Strip  □ Diary   
□ Interview   □ Letter to the Editor   
□ Newspaper Story □ Radio Program   
□ Newscast □ Monologue   
□ Poem or Song □ Slideshow   
□ Brochure □ Model   
□ Press Conference □ Play   
□ Soundtrack □ Essay   
□ Rewrite □ Oral Interpretation   
□  □    

 

Introducing the Unit 
Anchoring Activity 

This activity should engage the students and establish the relevance of the entire unit of study. 
Anchoring Activity 

Video Clip,  
Song,  
Poem,  
Current Event 
Brainstorming Activity 
Socratic Seminar 
Other_______________ 

Description of Anchoring Activity 
 

	  

Now	  that	  you	  have	  established	  what	  the	  students	  need	  to	  know	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  unit	  
of	  study,	  now	  plan	  the	  day-‐to-‐day	  learning	  experiences.	  	  

Overview	  of	  the	  Teaching	  Activities	  for	  this	  Unit	  of	  Instruction	  

UBD Stage Three-Learning Plan 
Lesson # 
Date/Day 

 

Teaching/ 
Delivery Method (What I will say or do) 

Check for Understanding  
(What will the students say or do) 

Day 1 Introduce essential focus question:  How 
and why a work’s time and place affects 
the events and/or the characteristics of 
the work? 
Review Plot Elements  
Retell a familiar story focusing on 
Introduction /Exposition/Setting  
Use textual evidence to support analysis 
of text  
Definition and Characteristics of Utopia 
and Dystopia 
Lord of the Flies Anticipatory Guide 

TSW: 
• Do a quick write explaining the 

essential question in journals. 
• Retell a familiar story identifying 

the exposition and setting by using 
textual evidence. 

• Record in journals definitions and 
examples of utopia and dystopia. 

• Answer questions to statements 
whether they agree or disagree.  
After answering the questions, have 
discussion using academic language 
for agreeing and disagreeing with a 
statement. 

 
Day 2 Mini lesson on POV- Perspective 

Introduction of author and background 
information on the book. 

Quick Write:   
“A leader takes people where they want to 
go.  A great leader takes people where they 
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Read and model annotating the text, 
analyze the setting and POV. 
Mini lesson on symbols—meaning and 
examples 
Introduce vocabulary  
Activity-Trapped on an Island 

don’t unnecessarily want to go, but ought to 
be.” 

TSW: 
• Read a short story and identify 

examples of POV from 
ereadingworksheets.com. 

• Take notes on author and 
background information. 

• Practice annotating text. 
• Define and give examples of 

symbols.  
          EX.  Cross is an example of Christ  

• Define vocabulary for chapter one 
and begin reading chapter 1. 

• Work in groups discussing issues 
and try to come up with a consensus 
to answers to questions. Then, they 
will list all group members’ names 
and mark whether they agreed or 
disagreed with the decisions made 
by the group, count them up and 
compare with other groups. 

 
Day 3 Mini lesson on Authors Purpose 

Characterization—Direct and Indirect 
(STEAL) 
Activity—Problematic Situation 

TSW: 
• Read examples of stories to identify 

the author’s purpose for writing the 
text. 

• Imagine being plane crashed and 
marooned on an island then make a 
list of 20 items of what they would 
do and the order in which they 
would do them.  Then get in groups 
of 4 and compromise on the order to 
do them then present their ideas to 
the group next to them. 

• Identify character traits like 
characters age, appearance, titles, 
beliefs, important quotes, and the 
way other perceive the character 
and how the character perceives 
himself as characters are introduced 
in the story. 

• Complete reading chapter 1  
 

Day 4 Mini lesson on the types of Irony:  
Dramatic, Situational, and Verbal 
Provide definitions and examples  

Qui ck Write:   
“There aren’t any grownups: we’ll have to 

look after ourselves.” 
 

TSW take notes on types of irony,  
TTW read aloud different scenarios and 
TSW identify the type of irony presented 
Begin reading chapter 2 
 

Day 5 Review foreshadowing and flashback 
 

Complete reading chapter 2 
TSW chart what the boys establish in the 
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Mini lesson on denotation/connotation second meeting 
TSW search the text for words for their 
denotation and connotative meanings 
 

Day 6 Review Figurative Language Quick Write:   
What does ‘good’ mean in the phrase, “This 

is a good island.”? 
 

TSW read expels of techniques, tell which 
technique is being used, and then explain 
how they know. 
Begin reading chapter 3 
 

Day 7 Mini lesson on theme and the difference 
between main idea and central idea 

TSW record notes in their journals of 
definition and examples.  Read statements 
and tell the theme or the lesson that could be 
learned from it. 
Complete reading chapter 3 
 

Day 8 Introduce the poem “Dream Deferred” 
Use TPCASTT method to analyze 
meaning of the poem 

Quick Write:   
“They became accustomed to these mysteries 

and ignored them, just as they ignored the 
miraculous, throbbing stars.” 

 
Read “Dream Deferred” by Langston 
Hughes. 
TT &TSW work together to analyze story 
using TPCASTT. 
Begin reading chapter 4 
 

Day 9 Mini lesson on conflict:  
Internal/External Conflict Power point 
definitions and examples  

TSW take notes on conflicts, then read 
examples and explain the type of conflict 
present. 
TSW analyze the types of conflicts presented 
in the story and decide how they would solve 
each of the conflicts. 
Complete chapter 4 

 
Day 10 Introduce and read aloud the poem “The 

Road Not Taken” by Langston Hughes 
Quick Write:   

“He found himself understanding the 
wearisomeness of his life, where every path 

was an improvisation and a considerable 
part of one’s walking life was spent watching 

one’s feet.” 
 
TSW analyze poem using TPCASTT 
Begin reading chapter 5 
 

Day 11 Read aloud “The Most Dangerous Game” 
 

Complete reading chapter 5 
 

Day 12 Compare “The Most Dangerous Game” 
and Lord of the Flies. Use textual 
evidence from each story to support 
analysis. 

Quick Write:  
“The statistics say that something like 65% 

of us will give the wrong answer just because 
we heard someone else say it, even if we 

know it’s the wrong answer.  The power of 
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suggestion is strong” 
 
Begin reading chapter 6 
 

Day 13 Map Project TSW construct a map of the island as the 
boys describe places in the story. 
Complete reading chapter 6 
 

Day 14 TTW introduce The Fight-Flight-Freeze 
Response Activity: How the body and 
brain react to trauma. Together TT and 
TSW look at how people and animals 
bodies, mental and emotional, the 
adaptation, and problems during the 
freeze, flight, or fight response 

  Quick Write: 
“All struggles are essentially power 

struggles.  Who will rule?  Who will lead? 
Who will define, confuse, and design?  Who 
will dominate?  All struggles are essentially 

power struggles, and most are no more 
intellectual than two rams knocking their 

heads together.” 
 

TSW be grouped to brainstorm types of 
animals and how they react to danger. 
Including those that freeze, flee, or fight.  
They will also examine how these methods 
help to protect them.  Then, take the 
characters Jack, Ralph and Piggy and chart 
how they responded with freeze, flight or 
fight.   
Begin reading chapter 7  
 

Day 15 Review symbols 
Symbolism worksheets 
 

Completer reading chapter 7 

Day 16  Quick Write:  
“If we can’t separate our civilized self from 

our savage self which will take over and 
why?” 

 
Begin reading chapter 8 
 

Day 17 Introduce Literature Circle:   
• Rules and Roles   
• Assign Roles: Discussion 

Director, Illustrator, Connector, 
and Summarizer 

TTW define roles for students 
 

Complete reading chapter 8 
TSW read over the different roles and 
responsibilities to prepare for Literature 
Circle. 
 

Day 18 Literature Circle 
 

Quick Write:   
“Society knows perfectly well how to kill a 

man and has methods more subtle than 
death.” 

 
Begin reading chapter 9 
TSW assume and perform a different role in 
their reading groups each day. 

Day 19 Literature Circle Complete reading chapter 9 
 

Day 20 Literature Circle Quick Write:   
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“I know. They didn’t some for the conch.”-
Ralph. What did they come for?  What does 

they failed to take and what they took 
symbolize?” 

 
Begin reading chapter 10 

Day 21 Literature Circle Complete chapter 10 
 

Day 22 Compare:  Venn Diagram 
• Raph and Jack  
• Jack Merridew and Adolf Hitler 

Quick Write:  
Which is better…”Piggy or Ralph?” 

 
Begin reading chapter 11 
 

Day 23 Introduce Essay and Rubric Complete chapter 11 
 

Day 24 Socratic Seminar 
First Draft-introduction 

Quick Write:   
“He turned away to give them time to pull 
themselves together; and waited, allowing 

his eyes t rest on the trim cruiser in the 
distance.” 

 
Begin reading chapter 12 
Homework:  Draft introductions 
 

Day 25 Book Review 
Map is due 
Body Paragraphs 

Complete reading chapter 12  
Start Watching the Movie 
TSW draft body papers  
 

Day 26 Compare the book to the movie 
Conclusion paragraphs 

Continue watching the movie  
Complete a movie review 
 

Day 27 Revise / Edit/Peer Reviews Peer Editing 
TSW check each other’s papers for 
grammar and usage errors. 
 

Day 28 Teacher /Student Conferences and 
Review for final test day 

TSW: 
• Read their papers  
• Discuss what they need help with or 

struggles with before turning in 
final papers  

• Rewrite or type papers 
Day 29 Final Unit Test  
Day 30 Final Papers are due/ Share Papers 

Reflection of unit essay, project, and/or 
book 

TSW: 
• Write reflections 
• Share papers 
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